
 EDITORIAL

 All the calculated ends have already passed, and it now depends entirely
 on repentance and good deeds. (Sanhédrin)

 This rabbinic word of caution about anticipating the exact date of the arrival of
 the Messiah would apply to all such hopes and calculations associated with
 eschatological movements throughout history, as well as expectations bound to
 the new millennium. Whether waiting for a new heaven to descend peacefully
 on earth or some final apocalyptic disaster, presumably covered by CNN, if the
 energies unleashed by the concept of the new millennium could be turned to
 'repentance and good deeds' the world might indeed be transformed into a
 messianic place. But the odds seem to be against such a radical transformation.

 Of good deeds there are indeed many, like the attempt to cancel third world
 debt. Symbolic gestures also abound, including the wish (at the time of writing
 this) to cast interfaith blessings onto the world from hot air balloons launched
 from various places around the world. The trouble is that when the balloons
 come back down to earth, unless 'repentance' has accompanied the perfor-
 mance, nothing much will have changed despite the hot air expended. Indeed
 it is very difficult, given the media hype, not to be decidedly cynical about
 much that has to do with acknowledging the beginning of the new century.

 As we usher out the old one it is inevitable that the Shoah still features at

 the centre of Jewish thinking and memory. So it is appropriate to begin this
 issue with Evelyn Friedlander's moving memoir and look at studies relating to
 the events themselves (Hadassah Davis on the Wannsee Conference) and how
 they have been interpreted (Daniel Stone on Hannah Arendt). We recall some-
 thing of what was lost of that place of cultural and spiritual exploration that
 was the prewar European world (Alfred Fisher on Arnold Schoenberg). Bruce
 Mitchell's study of Haredi Periodicals in Yiddish currently available in Lon-
 don is a forcible reminder that some aspects of the Jewish past still exist in the
 Jewish present. We end this section with Irene Bloomfield's account of her
 own experience and of working as a psychotherapist with Holocaust survivors.

 The editors have planned this edition to coincide with the third conference
 'Remembering for the Future', an important attempt to seek the lessons of the
 Holocaust and ensure they have an impact on society. The realisation of this
 conference for a third time is a tribute to the extraordinary vision, courage and
 tenacity of Dr Elisabeth Maxwell. The kind of new thinking required in rela-
 tion to the Shoah is exemplified by the work of Katherine Klinger with the
 'second generation', the children of survivors and refugees. She describes the
 events surrounding the landmark conference in Berlin where children of the
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 'victims' met with the children of 'perpetrators'. This provides a challenging
 transition to the second section of the issue which focuses on the issues we
 face in the future.

 Albert Friedlander summarises and quotes from two remarkable confer-
 ences in the series 'Forum 2000', held in Prague in 1997 and 1998. It is our
 privilege to reproduce the opening address at the first conference by President
 Václav Havel, as well as extracts from papers by Aung San Suu Kyi and Wole
 Soyinka and the thoughtful piece by Michael Novak. They provide a glimpse
 of the new challenges and hopes in the century before us.

 The past is not entirely left behind as Evelyn Goodman-Thau explores the
 actual and potential role of Jewish studies in Germany. Her paper raises ques-
 tions that apply equally elsewhere in Europe and the role and responsibilities
 of universities in the coming period. Similar challenges arise for religious
 communities (Karl-Josef Kuschel) seeking to establish a new relationship
 amongst themselves and society itself as an ecosystem where everything is
 interdependent (Paul Maiteny).

 We complete the issue with poetry and book reviews.
 Jonathan Magonet
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