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Sean Kennedy, André Siegfried and the Complexities of French 
Anti-Americanism

Though it is generally agreed that André Siegfried (1875-1959) was one of the
most enduring and influential French commentators on the United States
between the 1920s and the 1950s, scholars do not agree on the extent to
which he should be considered anti-American. This article concludes that
while Siegfried found the American social model to be profoundly unsettling,
and that his views of the country’s population were consistently informed by
racist assumptions, he also evinced some admiration for its economic
dynamism and regarded it as a necessary if problematic partner. Moreover, for
much of his career many American commentators regarded Siegfried as a per-
ceptive and fair-minded observer of their country, though by the 1950s his
racist views drew increasing criticism. Siegfried’s career thus illustrates the
complexities of French intellectual anti-Americanism.
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Jennifer Boittin, Black in France: The Language and Politics of Race in the
Late Third Republic
This article uses notes generated by France’s surveillance of African and Afro-
Caribbean migrants during the interwar years to analyze the use black men
made of racial terms such as nègre and mulâtre. Although developed before the
twentieth century, such racial language was infused with new political, social
and cultural meaning after World War I. Workers and intellectuals, often at
odds with each other, developed a race consciousness that was both a means
of uniting in response to colonialism and a reaction against those within their
communities who did not appear anti-imperial enough in their politics. Argu-
ing that racial language expressed the nuances and range of black men’s polit-
ical and ideological stances with respect to the French Empire, this article
traces the meanings granted to race and the important role in cultivating their
significance played by members of organizations such as the Union des Tra-
vailleurs Nègres.
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Barbara Lebrun, René, Ginette, Louise et les autres: nostalgie et authenticité
dans la chanson néo-réaliste [in French]

France’s retro rock music (chanson néo-réaliste) of the 1990s and 2000s favors
acoustic music and “old-fashioned” instruments such as the accordion in
order to reject today’s fascination with novelty and consumerism. In doing so,
this music genre looks back to pre-war France and rehabilitates an all-white
national culture that is problematically nostalgic, in a similar fashion to the
film Amélie. This article explores the ways in which chanson néo-réaliste still
manages to forge a sense of protest identity in contemporary France, while
engaging in apparently reactionary tactics. The specificities of this music genre
are explored through an analysis of the lyrics, music, iconography and perfor-
mance of, primarily, the group Têtes Raides, while contrasting their nostalgia
of “protest” with that of the more commercially successful genre of variétés. 
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Charles Batson, Panique Celtique: Manau’s Celtic Rap, Breton Cultural
Expression, and Contestatory Performance in Contemporary France 

The highly successful 1998 album Panique celtique launched the group of rap-
pers known as Manau and their self-styled “Celtic rap fusion” onto the French
musical scene, bringing Breton binious to join the beatboxes on France’s hip-
hop radio stations and concert stages. As they engage a strikingly heteroclite
blending of both rap and Breton musical traditions, Manau’s work configures
a Celtic Brittany as a rich site of contestation and revalorization. This article
traces histories of French-language rap and Breton musical expression and
analyzes their politicized uses in their respective historico-cultural contexts.
Concluding with an exploration of current questions concerning how the past
informs the shape of present performance, especially in light of Breton cultural
particularities, the author suggests that Manau’s rapped Celtic stylings both
occasion an interrogation of cultural identity through music and point to
charged social meanings attributed to performed Frenchness and Otherness in
early twenty-first-century France.

Keywords: Manau, Brittany, rap, performance, identity

Caroline Ford, Introduction: Peasants Into Frenchmen Thirty Years After

This essay provides an introduction to the articles by Laird Boswell, Stéphane
Gerson, and Gilles Pécout in this forum, which is based on a one-day confer-
ence held at UCLA in December 2006, several months before the death of
Eugen Weber. It gives a brief biographical sketch of Weber’s life, the central
themes of his scholarly work, and assesses his contribution as an historian to
the field of French and modern European history.
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Stéphane Gerson, “A World of Their Own”: Searching for Popular Culture in
the French Countryside

This article revisits the role that the concept of popular culture has played in
Eugen Weber’s Peasants Into Frenchmen and in the historiography of France. It
delineates the contours of this field of study in the 1970s then traces its evo-
lution, focusing on the nineteenth century. It also assesses Weber’s contribu-
tion to this body of scholarship and considers future directions of
research—and how his book may still prove helpful. The article proposes that,
in terms of conceptualization, epistemological stance, and rhetorical voice,
Peasants Into Frenchmen adopts two perspectives on popular culture, perspec-
tives that are sometimes compatible but typically at odds. The first revolves
around the confident discovery of a fixed traditional civilization in the French
countryside; the second is a more conjectural search for fluctuating cultural
processes. While commentators have focused on the first, the second fore-
shadowed later developments in the field and has more to offer us today.

Keywords: Eugen Weber, popular culture, French historiography, rural history,
cultural change

Laird Boswell, Rethinking the Nation at the Periphery

Eugen Weber’s Peasants into Frenchmen has had an enduring impact on histo-
rians of European nationalism. This article situates Weber’s influence on the
field of nationalism and focuses on regions that played a crucial role in his
analysis: peripheries. Peripheries are central to historians studying the con-
struction of the French nation and the forging of contemporary European
identity. Scholars have moved beyond Weber by developing a dynamic model
of the relationship between center and periphery, and they have paid close
attention to the relationship between regional and national identities. While
the field of nationalism has evolved substantially since Weber’s time, the ques-
tions he posed over thirty years ago still lie at the center of scholarly concerns.

Keywords: Eugen Weber, peripheries, nationalism, France, borderlands

Gilles Pécout, L’État éducateur politique dans les campagnes du 
dix-neuvième siècle: Lectures franco-méditerranéennes d’Eugen Weber

This article explores the role of the state as a vector of political acculturation
in the French and Euro-Mediterranean countryside in the nineteenth century.
It begins with a consideration of the importance of the reciprocal images of
peasants and elites. It goes on to discuss how the terms “modernization” and
“modernity” have been called into question, largely on account of how histo-
rians have deployed arguments originating in the disciplines of economics
and anthropology. Finally, it examines how the debate about the role of the
state in rural politicization, based on readings of Eugen Weber’s classic book,
Peasants into Frenchmen: The Modernization of Rural France (1870-1914), goes
beyond the simple question of the efficiency of the administration and opens
up a wider inquiry into the virtual integration of people into the state and the
role of rural elites in mediating between the local and the national. 
Keywords: politicization, modernization, countryside, France, Mediterranean
Europe.
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Éloi Laurent, Bleu, Blanc… Green? France and Climate Change

The deadly heat wave of August 2003 convinced a majority of French of the
dramatic impact of climate change. This article aims at presenting evidence
and analysis about public perception, environmental performance, and policy
development in France with regards to this major public apprehension. The
French are indeed among the most concerned people in the world and the EU
about climate change, and they seem more willing than others to act res-
olutely to mitigate it. Yet, if the performance of the French economy in terms
of greenhouse gas emissions (GHS) is flattering, ambitious public policies will
have to be implemented to achieve the “factor 4” objective set in 2005 (a four-
fold reduction of GHG by 2050). This was precisely the main purpose of the
“Grenelle environnement,” which in 2007 tried to build into the law the
national consensus on climate change and the sustainability of which is
bound to be tested by acute economic difficulties. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT

The staff of French Politics, Culture & Society

is pleased to congratulate

Rebecca DeRoo
Assistant Professor of Art History & Archeology, 

Washington University in St. Louis 

on winning the sixth Laurence Wylie Prize in 
French Cultural Studies (2005-2008)

for her book:

The Museum Establishment and Contemporary Art: 
The Politics of Artistic Display in France after 1968

(Cambridge University Press, 2006)

Professor DeRoo joins the previous winners of the Laurence Wylie Prize:

Stéphane Gerson, The Pride of Place:  Local Memories and Political Culture 
in Nineteenth-Century France (Cornell University Press, 2003)

James Lehning, To Be a Citizen:  The Political Culture of the Early French 
Third Republic (Cornell University Press, 2002)

Daniel Sherman, The Construction of Memory in Interwar France 
(University of Chicago Press, 1999)

Shanny Peer, France on Display:  Peasants, Provincials and Folklore 
in the 1937 Paris World’s Fair

(SUNY Press, 1998)

Kristin Ross, Fast Cars, Clean Bodies:  Decolonization and the 
Reordering of French Culture

(MIT Press, 1995)


