ABSTRACTS

RENÉE POZNANSKI, Rescue of the Jews and the Resistance in France: From
History to Historiography
Two obstacles blocked the incorporation of the rescue of Jews in France into
the Resistance movement. The first, which can be traced back to the sources of
the social imaginary, had to do with the fear of stirring the old demon of the
Jewish problem by referring specifically to the fate awaiting the Jews. The second was inseparable from the meaning attached to the Resistance ever since its
inception, which focused on political opposition to Vichy and on the liberation of France and never included rescuing those whose lives were in danger.
This double marginalization (from the History of the French people as a whole
and from that of the Resistance) survived liberation and gave way to three different historiographies: that of the French Resistance, that of the rescue of the
Jews, and that of Jewish resistance. The history of the rescue of the Jews in
France should be studied through an integrated perspective that leads to
thinking about the Resistance as a whole, organized and unorganized, Jewish
and non-Jewish.
Keywords: rescue, Resistance, historiography, memory, Jews in World War II
ERIC T. JENNINGS, “The Best Avenue of Escape”: The French Caribbean Route as
Expulsion, Rescue, Trial, and Encounter
Can exclusion and rescue constitute the two faces of a same coin? How did
the door slam shut on maritime rescue schemes in 1941? How precisely did
Varian Fry and HICEM spirit refugees stranded in Southern France to the new
world? In answering these questions, this article delineates and analyzes the
sinuous routes that led to the emigration of thousands of refugees from Marseille to the French Caribbean in 1940–1941. It exposes some of the ambiguities of this project—including the comparable conditions of refugee
internment in Vichy France and in Martinique—and its ultimate undoing. It
delves into the encounters and synergies that the exodus engendered, and
explores the perspectives of some of the refugees and Martiniquais whose
paths crossed.
Keywords: Martinique, refugees, exile, rescue, cultural encounters
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SUSAN ZUCCOTTI, Père Marie-Benoît and Joseph Bass: The Rescue of Jews in
Marseille and Nice, 1940–1943
Père Marie-Benoît was a French Capuchin priest who helped rescue thousands
of Jews in Marseille, Nice, and Rome during the Holocaust. Unlike most nonJewish rescuers, however, he worked regularly with courageous, dynamic Jewish men who became close personal friends. This article examines his
cooperation with his first Jewish associate, Joseph Bass, who set up the Service
André for Jewish rescue in Marseille. With Bass and his assistants, Père MarieBenoît hid Jews in small units throughout the region; created networks to supply fugitives with food, documents, money, and moral support; enlisted help
from sympathetic local bureaucrats; and avoided dependence on large Jewish
assistance organizations. Working together, the Jews and non-Jews were much
more effective than either group could have been alone. Père Marie-Benoît
later applied these techniques to rescue activities in Rome. This article also
examines why Père Marie-Benoît became involved in Jewish rescue in the first
place, and shows that his wartime experiences determined his subsequent lifelong dedication to Jewish-Christian reconciliation.
Keywords: Père Marie-Benoît, Joseph Bass, Marseille, Nice, Rome, Jewish rescue
HARRIET JACKSON, The Rescue, Relief, and Resistance Activities of Rabbi Zalman
Schneerson: Does it Count as a Rescue When a Jew Saves a Fellow Jew?
This article explores the relief, rescue, and resistance activities of Rabbi Zalman
Schneerson and the Association des Israélites pratiquants (AIP) in Vichy
France. The rabbi’s prior experience in clandestine activities and spiritual
resistance in the Soviet Union served as a training ground for the resistance
work he eventually undertook in Vichy. Schneerson and his family were able
to shelter, feed, and educate more than eighty children during the war, save at
least fifty-three children from deportation, and help smuggle at least thirtyfive children to Switzerland. That Schneerson and his family survived and rescued Jewish refugees in Vichy France, a regime that willingly deported nearly
half of its foreign Jewish population to death camps, demonstrates that he and
his wife Sara were not novices in clandestine work. Indeed, their staunch
resistance to Vichy antisemitism was largely a legacy of Hasidic resistance to
antisemitism under Soviet rule.
Keywords: Rabbi Zalman Schneerson or Zalman Chneerson, Hadassa
Carlebach, material or spiritual relief, Jewish rescue, French Resistance,
Vichy chaplains
GEORGES WEILL, Andrée Salomon et le sauvetage des enfants juifs (1933–1947)
[In French]
This article, based mostly on unpublished material, deals with the life of
Andrée Salomon (1908–1985), an Alsatian Zionist militant who became a legendary figure of the French Jewish Resistance. In 1938, she organized the
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reception of the German children in Alsace. As chief of the social service of
the Œuvre de secours aux enfants (OSE) in the non-occupied zone, she
directed the rescue of the children from the Vichy camps of Gurs, Rivesaltes
and Les Milles to OSE homes. She was responsible for a secret network that
hid children in non-Jewish institutions and saved more than 1,500 children
and adults.
Keywords: Vichy camps, children rescue, Œuvre de secours aux enfants,
Andrée Salomon, Zionism in Alsace
MIRANDA POLLARD, A Question of Silence? Odette Rosenstock, Moussa Abadi,
and the Réseau Marcel
This article investigates one of the most successful Jewish rescue networks in
Vichy France, the Réseau Marcel, and specifically how its history, and that of
its co-founders, Odette Rosenstock and Moussa Abadi, was created within multiple gendered narratives that consistently emphasized his leadership and
often silenced or muted her achievements. Based in Nice, the Réseau Marcel
which saved over 500 children from deportation, consisted of just three people: its young Jewish co-founders and the local Catholic Bishop, Monsignor
Paul Rémond. Although deported, Rosenstock, always Abadi’s equal, survived
the death camps. After the war, the reunited couple returned to Paris, where
Rosenstock became a distinguished doctor in public health and Abadi a successful theater critic. At the end of their lives, the Abadi re-united with many
of their hidden children, who in their honor formed a public Association that
has played a key part in shaping the history of the Réseau Marcel.
Keywords: Odette Abadi, Moussa Abadi, Réseau Marcel, Nice (France), women
and resistance, hidden children, gender and Holocaust history
MORDECAI PALDIEL, Righteous Gentiles and Courageous Jews: Acknowledging
and Honoring Rescuers of Jews
Since 1962, Yad Vashem, Israel’s national Holocaust memorial, has pursued a
program to honor non-Jewish rescuers of Jews during the Holocaust. Basically,
every non-Jewish person who saved at least one Jewish person, while placing
his or her own life and freedom at risk, and exacted no payment as a precondition for such help, and the story’s evidence is confirmed by beneficiary
party—then such a person may qualify to the traditional Jewish title for nonJews, of Righteous Among the Nations. To date, some 23,500 persons, from all
walks of life have been awarded this prestigious title. However, while many of
these honorees worked in tandem with Jewish rescuers, no similar program
exists for the latter. Recent Holocaust historiography has uncovered stories of
many Jewish rescuers, who either worked individually or in conjunction with
Jewish clandestine organizations, to save dozens and hundreds of their coreligionists. In doing this, they multiplied the risks to themselves as Jews on the
run, of being uncovered by the Nazis and suffering the fate reserved for all
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Jews under the Final Solution program. This article underlines the need for the
creation of a program to identify and acknowledge the role of Jewish rescuers
to Jews.
Keywords: Yad Vashem, Primo Levi, Marion Pritchard-van Binsbergen,
Mordechai Shenhabi, Marianne Cohn
SARAH GENSBURGER, From Jerusalem to Paris: The Institutionalization of the
Category of “Righteous of France”
Although the title of “Righteous among the Nations” has been awarded in
Israel since 1963, foreign governments did not show any interest in this commemoration until the late 1990s. Since then, however, a growing number of
European governments have adopted the term. Of all the countries to which
this commemoration has spread, the French government’s appropriation of
the Israeli terminology may have gone the farthest, forging a new national
commemorative expression: the “Justes de France.” This essay explores how
the French lexical appropriation has taken place, paying particular attention
to the role played by Jewish rescuers in this process. In doing so, it seeks to
introduce a new perspective into the current debate on the transnationalization of memory: to what extent do the different states interested in the commemoration of the “Righteous,” in this case Israel and France, speak the same
language and whose language is it?
Keywords: memory, Righteous, rescue, sociology, France

