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Melissa K. Byrnes, Liberating the Land or Absorbing a Community:
 Managing North African Migration and the Bidonvilles in Paris’s Banlieues

In the late-1950s, the Parisian suburbs of Saint-Denis and Asnières-sur-Seine
launched major urban renovation projects to eliminate the bidonvilles, shan-
tytowns that often housed North African migrants. While Asnières viewed the
bidonville occupants as obstacles to modernization, Saint-Denis billed its
efforts as a humanitarian project to provide migrants with better housing and
to support migrants’ rights and social welfare. Officials in Asnières used their
renovation plans to bring new, metropolitan French, families into the
reclaimed areas and redistribute the single male workers outside their city.
Dionysien officials, however, aimed at inclusion, providing new accommoda-
tion within the city for many families and a majority of workers. The renova-
tion efforts in these two cities demonstrate the diversity of French reactions to
North African migrants, suggest the existence of alternative notions of local
community identity, and highlight the importance of the Algerian War in
defining France’s migration framework.
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Jeannette E. Miller, A Camp for Foreigners and “Aliens”:  The Harkis’ Exile
at the Rivesaltes Camp (1962–1964)

The French government placed 20,000 of the approximately 100,000 harkis
repatriated to France following the Algerian War in the Rivesaltes camp. Located
in rural French Catalonia, it had previously lodged foreigners and French citi-
zens whom the government removed from society. The decision to house the
harkis in this camp, made during summer 1962 as the French government extri-
cated itself from its 132-year empire in Algeria, symbolized that they were
aliens: Berber and Arab repatriates, nearly all of whom obtained French nation-
ality shortly after they arrived in France, were targeted by government housing
policies that distanced them from public view. The camp’s architecture, living
conditions, isolation from French citizens, military oversight, and “reeduca-

French Politics, Culture & Society, Vol. 31, No. 3, Winter 2013
doi:10.3167/fpcs.2013.310309



tion” classes, beyond functioning as powerful symbols, reinforced—and con-
tributed to—the government’s treatment of the harkis as aliens. Over the
twenty-seven months it remained open, Rivesaltes fostered an exilic existence
for these harkis and socially excluded them from French society.
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Yann Scioldo-Zürcher, Accueillir les Français rapatriés d’Algérie, Histoire
d’une régulation sociale par l’évitement des bidonvilles : L’exemple de Paris,
1962–1969 [In French]

This article explores the policies that the French government pursued to house
repatriates from Algeria in 1962. These initiatives took place in the context of
a French society overwhelmed by eight years of war, OAS terrorism that sought
to overthrow the established order in metropolitan France, and the arrival of
more than 600,000 people during the spring and the summer of 1962, a migra-
tion that challenged the social and economic balance of the country. To spare
the repatriates the need to settle in shantytowns that would have put them on
the fringe of society, the government opened collective housing and other cen-
tres d’hébergement. These efforts served the purpose of a policy of integration
established through the 26 December 1962 law for people who were paradox-
ically both migrants and members of the national community. This policy in
fact helped facilitate their integration into the metropolitan society. 
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Andrea Smith, Settler Sites of Memory and the Work of Mourning

Since their arrival in France in the early 1960s, former settlers of Algeria have
developed an array of private and public “sites of memory” projects that have
remained unnoticed in wider French society or have been interpreted unchar-
itably. This article offers a new perspective on these projects. Informed by
Maurice Halbwachs’ concern with the material supports for collective memory
and Sigmund Freud’s insights on loss, I reinterpret them as stages in a work of
mourning, and offer new insights on the wider question of France’s relation-
ship to its colonial past. 

Keywords: “lieu de mémoire,” pieds-noirs, Algeria, monuments, colonial
amnesia
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Amotz Giladi, Rayonnement et propagande culturels français autour de la
“panlatinité”:  Les échanges entre intellectuels français et hispano-américains
au début du vingtième siècle [In French]

At the beginning of the twentieth century, numerous Hispano-American writ-
ers, who were often also diplomats, arrived in Paris. They established contact
with French intellectuals, mainly academics, and participated actively in
French intellectual life. The exchanges between these Hispano-American and
French intellectuals were based on a common identification with Latinism, a
pan-nationalistic ideology developed in Europe and Latin America since the
nineteenth century and calling for unification of all “Latin” peoples. Hispano-
American elites and intellectuals, looking for a way to federate all Latin-
 American countries against the power of the United States, and seeking a
rapprochement with France for political and cultural reasons, largely sup-
ported pan-Latinism. As for their French intellectual partners, eager to rein-
force their country’s global influence, they conveyed the pan-Latin ideology in
the framework of their efforts to promote French cultural presence in Latin
America. During the Great War, these cultural and intellectual initiatives con-
cerning pan-Latinism drew the attention of the French Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, leading to their integration in the newly created French international
propaganda mechanism.  

Keywords: diplomacy, pan-Latinism, intellectual exchanges, World War I,
 propaganda

William Poulin-Deltour, The prépa de proximité:  A French Attempt at
 Affirmative Action in Higher Education?

French Republicanism prohibits the creation of American-style affirmative
action based on racial and ethnic descent. Nevertheless, France has its own
affirmative action programs based on socio-economic indicators in given geo-
graphical zones. Over the past ten years, there have also been experimental
and informal efforts to diversify selective institutions of higher education.
This article assesses, through ethnographic field work and in-depth interviews,
one of these programs—the establishing of a classe préparatoire aux grandes
écoles in a working-class and heavily immigrant suburb east of Paris. The arti-
cle reveals that while local underprivileged students who attend the classe pré-
paratoire are most unlikely to wind up in a grande école, they just the same
receive essential instruction that readies them for university study. As mem-
bers of the original teaching team leave and are replaced, however, the future
of the prépa’s mission is far from certain.   
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