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Herrick Chapman, Introduction: Flourishing in a Tough Climate

With FPC&S embarking on its fourth decade of publishing work on the study
of France and the francophone world, the journal invited scholars in several
disciplines to write short essays on where they thought the field of French
Studies should head in the future. This essay introduces the resulting dossier
on “French Studies and Its Futures.” It situates the project in the current con-
text in which the field is thriving intellectually but struggling with menacing
institutional pressures. It goes on to describe the particular formulation of
French Studies that the journal came to represent in its early years in the
1980s, how it evolved since, and what that experience suggests about how
scholars can respond creatively to the challenges and opportunities the future
may hold for the field.

Keywords: France, French Studies, francophone, interdisciplinarity, colonial-
ism, French politics, French history, French language

George Ross, Can French Studies Exist Today?

“French studies” were much easier to do thirty years ago when French Politics,
Culture & Society was founded. France then seemed, and largely was, synony-
mous with Paris, which appeared knowable. It also seemed possible to scan
French intellectual and cultural life across disciplines, in part because the
Parisian French media loudly announced where the action was. French politics
also looked distinctive internationally and French leaders projected them-
selves around the planet. It was understandable that FPC&S would have holis-
tic goals and attempt to cover as much of what was happening as possible
while eagerly embracing inter-disciplinarity. Since then there have been mas-
sive changes, however. France’s intellectual, cultural, social, and political
biographies have been decentralized, Europeanized, globalized, and interna-
tionalized. French academic disciplines, like those in other countries, have
been subdivided, often in difficult-to-follow ways. France itself, in the 1980s a
formerly colonial great power that still spoke stridently in world affairs, is now
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a medium-sized member of the EU under very great economic and social
strains. It is vastly harder to do holistic “French studies” now. All the more
 reason to try!

Keywords: France, French politics, French studies, intellectual history

Arthur Goldhammer, A Few Thoughts on the Future of French Studies

It is argued that the concept of “French studies” originally embodied in this
journal was born of a unique constellation of social, cultural, and political
forces characteristic of the middle years of the Cold War. The unity of the field
defined by that moment was subsequently challenged by tensions inherent in
the shift to a more transnational comparative perspective. A return to a “reflec-
tive equilibrium” between the local and the global anchored in an emphasis
on language and culture is advocated.

Keywords: academic disciplines, France, French culture, French history,
French politics

Laura Frader, French History: Old Paradigms, Current Tendencies, New
Directions

Over the past three decades modern French history has undergone important
changes, introducing new methodologies and taking up new questions. Two
directions are especially promising. Since the “global turn” of the 1990s, many
French historians have shifted their focus outside of the hexagon to examine
France in a global and transnational context. Their work has explored the
contradictions of France’s democratic heritage and exclusionary practices evi-
dent in the history of colonialism, immigration, and ethno-racial exclusion. A
second body of research has addressed the gender dimensions of French colo-
nialism and has examined how colonialism deployed sexuality and sexual dif-
ference in maintaining colonial rule. Both strands of research have
demonstrated how France’s engagement beyond the hexagon has shaped
French institutions and social life.

Keywords: colonialism, gender, global, race, sexuality

Emmanuelle Saada, More than a Turn? The “Colonial” in French Studies

With the “colonial turn” in French studies now on the wane, this article
attempts to assess its contributions. It suggests that one of the main thrusts of
the “colonial turn” has been the reconsideration of the “Republic” as a frame-
work for understanding modern French history: the colonies being the place
where the Republic “contradicted itself” or, on the contrary, where its deepest
tensions revealed themselves. While this perspective has been essential in
underlining the importance of race in modern French history, it can be
regarded as no more than an attempt to write a history of “France” enriched
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by the imperial perspective: indigenous worlds appear only secondarily in
these analysis of the “imperial Republic.” This shortcoming echoes other crit-
icisms that can be addressed to the “colonial turn” in French studies: the ahis-
torical use of the category of the “colonial” in the singular and the lack of
satisfactory analysis of the “postcolonial.”

Keywords: colonization, historiography, France, postcolonialism, Republic

Laurent Dubois and Achille Mbembe, Nous sommes tous francophones

This article offers a genealogy of the impact of French and Francophone Stud-
ies during the past decades in order to offer suggestions about how the field
might be reconfigured and re-imagined in the present. We argue that the best
way forward will be to dispense with traditional boundaries and borders
within the field and instead embrace a general identity as Francophonists in
order to bring together work on and from different regions of the globe. 

Keywords: Africa, Caribbean, Francophone studies, French studies, theory

Marie-Ève Thérenty, La civilisation du journal entre histoire et littérature :
perspectives et prospectives [In French]

This article describes the results developped in the recently published La Civil-
isation du journal, histoire culturelle et littéraire de la presse (ed. Dominique Kalifa,
Philippe Régnier, Marie-Ève Thérenty, and Alain Vaillant), a collaboration
between historians and literary scholars working together for eight years to
write a synthesis about the history of the French press during the nineteenth
century. It offers a comprehensive encyclopedia of journalism, the  genres and
forms of the periodical press, the principal figures of nineteenth-century
French journalism, and the modern culture of the press. The article describes
the different projects between history and literature that could be developed
after this project. This kind of methodology should be extended to the
 relations between press and literature during the twentieth century, to
women’s journalism and to the globalization of the media during the nine-
teenth century. These projects could be developed with the help of the web-
site Médias19.

Keywords: history, journalism, literature, nineteenth century, press

Michèle Lamont and Nicolas Duvoux, How Neo-Liberalism Has 
Transformed France’s Symbolic Boundaries?

This essay considers changes in the symbolic boundaries of French society
under the influence of neo-liberalism. As compared to the early nineties,
stronger boundaries toward the poor and blacks are now being drawn, while
North-African immigrants and their offsprings continue to be largely per-
ceived as outside the community of those who deserve recognition and pro-
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tection. Moreover, while the social reproduction of upper-middle-class privi-
leges has largely remained unchanged, there is a blurring of the symbolic
boundaries separating the middle and working class as the latter has under-
gone strong individualization. Also, youth are now bearing the brunt of
France’s non-adaptation to changes in the economy and are increasingly mar-
ginalized. The result is a dramatic change in the overall contours of the French
symbolic community, with a narrowed definition of cultural membership, and
this, against a background of growing inequality, unemployment, and intol-
erance in a more open and deregulated labor market.

Keywords: austerity, class, France, neo-liberalism, poverty, racism, xenophobia

Raffael Scheck, Léopold Sédar Senghor prisonnier de guerre allemand: Une
nouvelle approche fondée sur un texte inédit [In French]

Senghor was a German prisoner of war for twenty months. The article exam-
ines his claims about his captivity in light of archival evidence, in particular
an unknown report about his experiences in two POW camps that he
deposited at the French diplomatic mission for POWs a few months after his
dismissal. The article confirms that Senghor identified himself foremost as a
French patriot but argues that his claims about having been a Gaullist and
resister of the first hour rest on insecure ground. In particular, Senghor after
the war dramatized the story of his combat experience and made dubious
claims about having been sent to a reprisal camp as a punishment for helping
some prisoners escape. His captivity report, however, provides much evidence
on the effects of German pro-Islamic propaganda and on corrupt prisoner
networks. The report also describes many experiences reflected in his poetry
cycle Hosties noires.

Keywords: France under German occupation, Léopold Sédar Senghor,  prisoners
of war, tirailleurs sénégalais, World War II

Donald Reid, Larzac in the Broad 1968 and After

With roots in the transformation of France during and after the Algerian War,
the opposition by the farmers of Larzac and their largely urban allies through-
out France to the expansion of a military camp into their lands is an emblem-
atic event in the broad 1968 stretching a decade on either side of that year. It
was particularly significant at Larzac, where a community of resistance
remains today. Drawing on progressive Catholic thought and a new represen-
tation of the paysan, the conflict resonated in a France negotiating the terrain
of a post-colonial era, a new relationship between the rural and the urban, and
the feminist expectations of many supporters. 

Keywords: Algerian War, Catholic, feminism, Larzac, peasant
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Marino De Luca, Les électeurs socialistes dans les primaires présidentielles à
Paris [In French]

Several parties throughout the world are democratizing their internal
processes. The most notable tools for achieving this aim are the primary elec-
tions through which electoral candidates and party leaders are selected. This
article seek to analyze these “selections” by using survey data relating to pri-
mary elections held in October 2011 by the French Socialist Party. In particu-
lar, we make use of survey data to describe extensively some social and
political characteristics of the voters and to connect them with the electoral
performances of the candidates. 

Keywords: elections, Paris, primary, socialist party
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