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Naomi J. Andrews and Jennifer E. Sessions, Introduction: The Politics of
Empire in Post-Revolutionary France

Scholarly attention to the history and legacies of France’s overseas empire is a
welcome development of the last two decades, but the field of modern French
colonial history has become overly focused on the “tensions” and “contradic-
tions” of universalist republican imperialism. This introduction argues that we
must recognize the ideological diversity of the French state and the complex-
ity of the relationships between colonial and metropolitan histories in the
modern period. The articles in this special issue show the critical role of the
non-republican regimes of the nineteenth century in the construction of the
modern French empire, and the ways that colonial entanglements shaped
processes of post-Revolutionary reconstruction in France under the Restora-
tion (1815–1830), July Monarchy (1830–1848), Second Republic (1848–1851),
and Second Empire (1852–1870). 
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Sue Peabody, Freedom Papers Hidden in His Shoe: Navigating Emancipation
across Imperial Boundaries

A microhistorical inquiry into the life of Furcy, a man held in slavery in the
French Indian Ocean colony of Île Bourbon (today Réunion), sheds light on
shifting French policies and practices regarding race and slavery from the Old
Regime to the general emancipation of 1848. The mobility of two enslaved
domestic servants, Furcy and his mother Madeleine, who traveled between
Bengal, Île Bourbon, Mauritius, and continental France, challenged French
and British understandings of who could be legitimately held as slaves. Furcy’s
tenacious battle to win recognition of his freedom in multiple jurisdictions is
a forgotten precursor to many international disputes over the juridical princi-
ple of Free Soil in the age of Emancipation.
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Allyson Jaye Delnore, Empire by Example? Deportees in France and Algeria
and the Re-Making of a Modern Empire, 1846–1854

In 1847–1848, two well-publicized events ended in colonial and metropolitan
deportees crisscrossing the Mediterranean between France and Algeria. In the
first, Abd al-Qadir surrendered to French forces in the colony after a protracted
resistance and was deported to the metropole in January 1848. Then, after the
bloody reprisals of the June Days months later, the National Convention sen-
tenced thousands of Parisian insurgents to “transportation,” eventually set-
tling on Algeria as their destination. In both cases, the sentence of deportation
seemed to satisfy both the penal and imperial goals of post-Revolutionary
France: political stability, public order, and imperial expansion. But in practice,
both episodes of deportation also heralded a new era. After 1854, the French
government began consolidating punishment at the colonial peripheries
while at the same time subjecting more individuals to deportation, signaling
a shift in the relationship between colony and metropole that complemented
emerging theories of crime and punishment.
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Miranda Spieler, Slave Flight, Slave Torture, and the State: Nineteenth-Cen-
tury French Guiana

This article explores the relationship between law and violence against slaves
in nineteenth-century French Guiana. Drawing on unpublished sources from
the colonial archives, Spieler examines the linked problems of slave abuse and
slave flight to understand the evolving character of the French imperial state
in the aftermath of the Napoleonic Wars. In the early nineteenth century,
after the abolition of the slave trade, imperial administrators in Guiana con-
tested the proprietary privileges of masters and lay claim to the right to pun-
ish slaves. During the 1820s and 1830s, slave testimony—especially the
testimony of abused slaves (inside and outside the courtroom)—became unex-
pectedly central to this dispute between masters and administrators about the
source of legitimate violence and the meaning of imperial sovereignty.
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Jennifer E. Sessions, Colonizing Revolutionary Politics: Algeria and the
French Revolution of 1848

This article examines the key role of the French colony in Algeria in the politi-
cal culture of the Revolution of 1848. Eugène Cavaignac and other army offi-
cers with Algerian experience led the state’s repression of radical unrest, and
their colonial backgrounds became a central narrative trope in debates about
political violence in France, especially after the June Days uprising. Following
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the closure of the National Workshops, legislators adopted a major scheme for
working-class emigration to and settlement in Algeria to replace the workshops
and resolve unrest. Throughout 1848, Algeria operated as a symbolic and prac-
tical field for the struggle between social and political revolution in France.
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Christopher S. Thompson, From Black-Blanc-Beur to Black-Black-Black? 
“L’Affaire des Quotas” and the Shattered “Image of 1998” in Twenty-First-
Century France

Since the mid-1990s, France’s national soccer team has been given consider-
able significance in French debates about post-colonial immigration, national
identity, republican citizenship, and the enduring legacies of French imperial-
ism. This article explores the role played by representations of the team in
those debates with a particular focus on the so-called ”affaire des quotas” of
2010–2011. It argues that those representations reveal that the boundary
between the purportedly inclusive civic nationalism of French republicanism
according to which any person willing to embrace the duties and rights of
democratic citizenship may theoretically become French, and the exclusion-
ary ethnic nationalism of the xenophobic Front national is far less imperme-
able than is generally assumed in France. Indeed, race and ethnicity inform
notions of French citizenship even among persons who reject the essentialist
views of the Far Right.
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Francesca Trivellato, Microstoria/Microhistoire/Microhistory

This article was first delivered as a talk at a symposium in honor of Jacques
Revel. It focuses on Revel’s manifold contributions as a scholar, teacher, and
university administrator in order to reflect on the different meanings that the
label “microhistory” has acquired over the past forty years. More specifically,
it examines the evolution of the microhistorical approach in relation to the
Italian, French, and American historiographical traditions in which it was
most influential as well as to the rise of global history. The article is also an
exercise in microhistory insofar as it emphasizes the tension between agency
and structure in describing the ways in which the micro-historical trend has
changed over time. It highlights the formidable ways in which personal ties
shape knowledge and institutional building, but also acknowledges the larger
forces that shaped the selective and creative appropriation of Italian micro-
history in different national and temporal contexts.

Keywords: global history, Jacques Revel, microhistoire, microhistory, microstoria

Abstracts146


