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Emily Marker, Obscuring Race: Franco-African Conversations about 
Colonial Reform and Racism after World War II and the Making of
 Colorblind France, 1945–1950

In 1945, the first significant cohort of African, Caribbean, and Malagasy
deputies were elected to the French National Assembly, where they partici-
pated in special parliamentary commissions tasked with colonial reform. This
article traces the contours of postwar conversations about colonial policy, race,
and racism that took shape in those commissions, as metropolitan and colo-
nial deputies confronted these issues face-to-face, as ostensible equals, for the
first time. Deputies of color tried to force frank discussions about racial
inequality in their campaigns to reform political representation, working con-
ditions, education, and compensation for Africans. Their metropolitan coun-
terparts responded, however, by developing new code words and rhetorical
strategies that deflected accusations of systemic racial inequality in postwar
Greater France. The competing understandings and ways of talking about race
and racism produced in this encounter helped consolidate a postwar speech
regime of “colorblindness” that obscured the way racial logics were inscribed
in the new institutions of the postwar Republic. 

Keywords: Africa, antidiscrimination policy, colonial reform, Fourth Republic,
race, racism 

Jean-François Loudcher, Le “système” Minjoz au prisme de la politique
sportive municipale de Besançon (1945–1959): un gouvernement de 
compromis particulier [In French]

From 1945 to 1947, and then again from 1953 to 1977, Jean Minjoz served as
mayor of Besançon and set up a “system” of government that allowed him to
maintain power while insuring the development of the city. What was that
system and how did it develop? By examining the sports politics of the city,
this article reveals how the municipal sports commission and the city council
worked out a subtle balance between amateur sports and the promotion of
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professional soccer. The political, professional, and athletic implications of
this approach led representatives of the big clubs as well as the local council-
lors to support a basic minimum level of sports infrastructure, which in turn
enabled the mayor to realize his own agenda for the city’s social development
program and to assure him the vote of his electorate. This politics of compro-
mise can be categorized as republican elitist.

Keywords: Besançon, French sport history, municipal sport policy, sport and
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Jayson Harsin, Cultural Racist Frames in TF1’s French Banlieue Riots Coverage

Based on news video archives, this article employs critical frame and content
analysis to analyze representations of the 2005 French banlieue riots on
France’s most-watched television station, TF1. Cultural racism theory is then
used to analyze the results to demonstrate the discursive nature of the TF1
frames and the contexts of institutional racism they left out but which histo-
rians, ethnographers, and theorists of cultural racism suggest are crucial to
understanding racial conflict in contemporary France. The most frequent
frames blamed non-integrating cultures and illegal immigration. That is, race
was coded in cultural traits of a problematic sub-group without mentioning it
specifically. 
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Kathe Managan, “One Hand Washes the Other”: Social Capital and the Poli-
tics of Leisure in Guadeloupean Associations

Through a close look at events observed in three Guadeloupean voluntary
associations—a retirees’ club, a youth group, and a dance club—this essay
examines the politics of leisure activities, helping to illuminate the ways that
social capital operates in associations and how politics permeates everyday life
on the French island of Guadeloupe. I consider the ways that Putnam’s view
of social capital differs from Bourdieu’s. I argue associations are an important
source of social capital for some marginalized members of Guadeloupean soci-
ety who convert this social capital into economic, political, or social advance-
ment. At the same time, social capital is unevenly accessible within
associations and it operates in a context of political patronage. My data sug-
gests that we need to rethink the concept of social capital to account for the
complexity of the ways it works in society. 
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Alec G. Hargreaves, Empty Promises? Public Policy Against Racial and Eth-
nic Discrimination in France

The inadequacy of government efforts to curb discrimination against post-
colonial minorities, referred to in everyday discourse as “Arabs,” “Muslims,”
and “blacks,” is a major weakness in French public policy, feeding resentment
that contributes to violent extremism. The first part of this article presents a
brief overview of the main policy frames that have been adopted towards post-
colonial immigrant minorities in France. The second section examines the
development of public policy against racial and ethnic discrimination, high-
lighting serious limitations with particular reference to police racism, ethni-
cally-based data-gathering, and the Haute Autorité de lutte contre les
discriminations et pour l’égalité (HALDE). The third section reviews evidence
documenting the high levels of discrimination experienced by racial and eth-
nic minorities and the ineffectiveness of efforts to combat it. The fourth offers
an explanatory framework for the fitful and largely unproductive nature of
those efforts.

Keywords: antidiscrimination policy, discrimination, France, HALDE, post-
colonial minorities
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