
From the Editors

Our Summer issue features three articles on key aspects of German
politics and society. Belinda Cooper analyzes yet another angle of the
thorny Stasi problem, in this case the role and presence of women 
in the Stasi. Placing her discussion in the larger context of women 
in East Germany, Cooper has fashioned a nuanced, meticulously
researched argument about an issue that remains pertinent in the
debate on Germany, women, unification, and the country’s complex
past. John Bendix and Niklaus Steiner provide a new epistemological
prism for the evaluation of Germany’s much discussed problem of
political asylum. They address this difficult topic in the context of
existing approaches in comparative politics and international rela-
tions, featuring the notion of “national interest” in their presentation.
Ludger Helms then offers a fascinating study of an often-neglected
institution of German politics: that of the federal presidency since
1949. After a careful reading of this article, it is evident that the Ger-
man presidency deserves more attention in the future research
agenda of political scientists than it has garnered in the past.

Our “Forum” section features an exchange between Ruth Bettina
Birn and Daniel Jonah Goldhagen. Lastly, we conclude this issue
with two lengthy review essays in lieu of our usual book reviews. In
the first piece, Mitchell Cohen presents an impassioned and erudite
interpretation of Richard Wagner and his music, using recent books
and articles on the composer’s life and work, as well as Cohen’s first-
hand research of recent Wagner productions in Bayreuth, Rome,
and New York as the essay’s point of departure. In our second
review essay, Paul Betts looks at new interpretations of art and the
representation of evil under National Socialism based on a detailed
discussion of three new books.

Finally, it is our pleasure to introduce two new members of our
editorial board who have joined us with much enthusiasm and
whose numerous and first-rate contributions to the study of German
politics and society have made them distinguished members of our
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scholarly community: Gerard Braunthal from the Department of
Political Science at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst; and
Anson Rabinbach from the Department of History at Princeton Uni-
versity. We are delighted and honored to welcome these distin-
guished scholars to our board.
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