
From the Editors

In this open issue of German Politics and Society we are pleased to pre-
sent a number of contributions that address major aspects of current
debates in Germany. In our lead article, Helga Haftendorn sheds
light on the critical foreign policy triangle of Bonn, Paris, and Wash-
ington. Always essential to the well being of each of these three
countries during the postwar period (indeed, an absolute corner-
stone to the flourishing of liberal democracies of the West), this trian-
gular relationship is about to experience major shifts in the years to
come. With the French openly challenging the Americans on all
fronts of public life—political, strategic, economic, cultural, even
moral—diplomacy will certainly become a good deal more compli-
cated for the new German government, as it tries to walk this
increasingly strained tightrope between Washington and Paris. 

In our next article, Gerard Braunthal analyzes the Schröder gov-
ernment’s politics of the “new middle,” placing it in the context of
the “Third Way” movements that have appeared in other European
countries, notably Great Britain. Very different from the old socialist
version of a Third Way, this new path is at once a good deal less
ambitious, yet also quite innovative in trying to deal with the exi-
gencies of a complete restructuring of the political economies of
advanced industrial democracies. 

Klaus Neumann’s article appears exactly when Weimar has become
the first city in the new Länder to be named one of Europe’s “Cities of
Culture,” a major distinction to be sure. But Weimar’s past is darker
and more complicated than the glitter might suggest, as Neumann’s
piece amply demonstrates. The ambivalence of memory and the con-
tradictions of the present could barely be more pronounced than in
Goethe’s wonderful town, on whose periphery lies Buchenwald, a
name associated with one of the worst horrors of this millennium.

In our Forum section, Stephen Silvia provides a fine overview of
the Schröder government’s Alliance for Jobs (Bündnis für Arbeit),
with which it hopes to ease—if not alleviate—the scourge of unem-
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ployment that has plagued Germany for more than a decade. A.D.
Moses then follows with a review essay offering an intriguing gener-
ational analysis of German postwar politics and public life by focus-
ing his attention on the “forty-fivers,” a generation between fascism
and democracy. A second review essay by Robert Gerald Livingston
assesses three books that have become indispensable reading on the
topic of German unification, its causes and consequences. We round
out this issue with six book reviews.
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