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EDITOR’S NOTE

Freedom of movement, 
governance, and confl ict

Two important themes highlighted by Regions & Cohesion have been mi-
gration and governance. The fi rst of these themes remains timely in 2019. 
Human fl ows are a constant in the globalized world. According to Arti-
cle 13 of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights, “everyone has the 
right to freedom of movement and residence within the borders of each 
State.” Moreover, “everyone has the right to leave any country, including 
his own, and to return to his country.” However, migration policies today 
seem to follow a diff erent path from the human rights perspective. The 
political discourse of leaders of various developed states mostly advocate 
nationalist claims against free immigration based on economic, cultural, 
or security logics that favor protectionism.

Within this context, Regions & Cohesion is proud to publish two more 
articles on this subject. In the fi rst article presented here, Choo Chin Low 
examines how migration control in Malaysia has been transformed, mili-
tarized, externalized, and regionalized since 2010 in response to non-tra-
ditional security border threats, such as transnational crime and terrorism, 
leading to extraterritorial control measures to secure its external borders. 
The third article, by Sergio Moldes-Anaya, Francisco Jiménez Aguilar, and 
Francisco Jiménez Bautista, develop an original analysis of discrimination 
and social rejection of immigrants in Spain through the combined analy-
sis of social epidemiology of confl ict and the transcend method. Whereas 
the formal article by Low addresses policy discussions, this contribution 
focuses on social interactions aff ected by human mobility.

This issue also addresses the confl ict within the framework of regional 
governance. Politics is generally viewed as who gets what, when, and how. 
Authority, the legitimized use of power, is not neutral within the context. 
State structures commonly include confl ict between actors at diff erent lev-
els of government. Two articles in this issue address this question. The 
fi rst, by Igor Yu. Okunev, Petr V. Oskolkov, and Maria I. Tislenko, ana-
lyzes the merger of new territories in Russia since 2000 and the challenges 
created by apparently incoherent administrative reform initiatives. The 
second, by Angélica Rodríguez Rodríguez and Carlos Enrique Guzmán 
Mendoza examines socio-environmental confl icts in nine Colombian mu-
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nicipalities facing harmful impacts from slow mining and hydrocarbon 
exploitation, despite popular consultation used from 2013 to 2017.
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