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NEWS

n Research Methods for the Study of Religion

The role of empirical research in the study of religion has become increasingly important in 
recent years. In the discipline of Religious Studies, more postgraduate students are undertaking 
fieldwork-based projects, and in other social science disciplines there has been a renewed inter-
est in religion as an area of study. There have been relatively few resources available, however, to 
support methodological training in this specific field.

This project, funded by an Arts and Humanities Research Council Collaborative Research 
Training award, has been developed to address this gap. A Web site was designed by the project 
coordinator, Professor Gordon Lynch, to provide an easily accessible resource to support indi-
vidual researchers as well as courses in research methods in the study of religion (see http://
www.kent.ac.uk/religionmethods/index.html). Training materials and position papers on the 
site were initially trialed for use through an intensive residential workshop held for PhD stu-
dents from across the UK and Europe run in Oxford in September 2010. The discussion papers 
and exercises on the site are intended as introductory resources to give readers an overview of 
key issues and approaches.

Postgraduate users of the site, particularly at the doctoral level, are encouraged to follow up 
with further reading, using additional resources and links suggested for each topic. We hope to 
be able to add further relevant resources to the site over time, and we welcome any feedback or 
suggestions for development of the site’s content. Currently, Web pages provide information on 
relevant journals, research centers, professional associations, codes of research methods, and 
online resources. 

n Religion and Gender

Religion and Gender is the first refereed online international journal dedicated to the systematic 
study of gender and religion in an interdisciplinary perspective. The journal explores the rela-
tion, confrontation, and intersection of gender and religion, taking into account the multiple 
and changing manifestations of religion in diverse social and cultural contexts. It analyzes and 
reflects critically on gender in its interpretative and imaginative dimensions and as a funda-
mental principle of social ordering. It seeks to investigate gender at the intersection of feminist, 
sexuality, queer, masculinity, and diversity studies.

As an academic journal, Religion and Gender aims to publish high-level contributions from 
the humanities and from qualitative and conceptual studies in the social sciences. It wants to 
focus in particular on contemporary debates and topics of emerging interest. Albeit international 
in scope, the journal takes seriously that it is situated in contemporary Europe. It seeks to reflect 
on this position, particularly from postmodern, post-colonial, and post-secular perspectives.
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The journal appears twice a year, each issue focusing on a specific theme. Scholars are welcome 
to submit articles for review or propose topical issues under their guest editorship. Renowned 
scholars may be invited to submit keynote articles on specific topics. In particular, we welcome 
contributions that advance, broaden, and innovate discourses, debates, and paradigms by virtue 
of their originality, rigor, and/or counter-hegemonial perspectives. All articles will be interna-
tionally refereed.

The editorial board of Religion and Gender also welcomes book reviews, comments, litera-
ture surveys, concise discussion papers, and announcements of academic events, academic net-
works, new publications, and relevant mailing lists. We invite you to visit our Web site, http://
www.religionandgender.org) to review articles and items of interest.

n Non-religion and Secularity Research Network Web Site Revamped

The Non-religion and Secularity Research Network (NSRN) is an international and interdis-
ciplinary network of researchers. It was founded in 2008 to centralize existing research on the 
topic of non-religion and secularity and to facilitate discussion in this area. Its founding director 
is Lois Lee (Department of Sociology, University of Cambridge).

The NSRN Web site has been going from strength to strength since its relaunch in November 
2009 at the co.uk site, but wide interest and growing membership in the NSRN has resulted in 
an expansion of services. After weeks and months of development with the new online editorial 
team, the next-generation NSRN Web site can be seen at http://www.nsrn.net.

Some of the new features provided on the site include the following:

•  a growing collection of resources for teachers and students, including funding sources, 
relevant national organizations, teaching materials, and higher education courses

•  a regularly updated and fully archived news feed
•  details of the new journal, Secularism & Nonreligion, the result of a collaboration between 

the NSRN and the Institute for the Study of Secularism in Society and Culture (ISSSC)
•  a growing list of publications and podcasts arising from NSRN events, including all the 

papers from a recent ‘virtual conference’ on terminology

The network has expanded its existing services and resources. The new site boasts the following:

•  a fully updated and reformatted bibliography
•  contact directories of researchers and postgraduate students working in the field
•  regularly updated events listings
•  a growing collection of citable events reports, including a much-requested report on Uni-

versity College London’s recent ‘Atheism and Anthropology’ one-day conference

Finally, the site has been integrated with Facebook and Twitter.

n American Academy of Religion Martin E. Marty Award

The American Academy of Religion’s mission is to promote reflection on religious traditions, 
issues, questions, and values through excellence in scholarship and teaching in the field of reli-
gion. As a learned society and professional association of teachers and research scholars, the 
American Academy of Religion has over 10,000 members who teach in some 1,000 colleges, 
universities, seminaries, and schools in North America and abroad. The Academy is dedicated to 
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furthering knowledge of religion and religious institutions in all their forms and manifestations. 
This is accomplished through Academy-wide and regional conferences and meetings, publica-
tions, programs, and membership services. Within a context of free inquiry and critical examina-
tion, the Academy welcomes all disciplined reflection on religion—both from within and outside 
of communities of belief and practice—and seeks to enhance its broad public understanding.

Apart from several other activities, such as its annual meetings (2012 will take place in Chi-
cago), research grants, publications, and workshops, the AAR annually prizes outstanding 
research on religion with the Martin E. Marty Award for the Public Understanding of Religion. 
Established in 1996, this award recognizes extraordinary contributions to the public under-
standing of religion. The award goes to those whose work has a relevance and eloquence that 
speaks not just to scholars but more broadly to the public as well. The contribution can be any 
medium (e.g., books, films, television, public speaking), so long as it is based on scholarship in 
religion. Nominees need not be AAR members or academics. Nominations or self-nominations 
for this award (and any information in support of them) are usually received by January of every 
year. Information on submission procedures and deadlines can be found on the Academy’s Web 
site: http://www.aarweb.org.


