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n  Ashgate Studies in Pilgrimage

Once relatively neglected, pilgrimage has become an increasingly prominent topic of research 
over the last few decades. Its study is inevitably interdisciplinary and extends across a growing 
range of scholarly fields, including religion, anthropology, geography, history, literary studies, 
art history, archaeology, sociology, heritage, and tourism studies. 

This new series by Ashgate Publishing seeks to place itself at the forefront of these conversa-
tions. Books by both established and emerging scholars will encompass themes as diverse as 
pilgrimage within national and post-national frames, pilgrimage writing, materialities of pil-
grimage, digi-pilgrimage, and secular pilgrimage. Monographs, co-authored works, and edited 
volumes will be considered. 

The Series Editors are Simon Coleman, University of Toronto; Dee Dyas, University of York; 
John Eade, University of Roehampton and University College London; and Jas’ Elsner, Univer-
sity of Oxford and University of Chicago. For more information: simon.coleman@utoronto.ca. 

n  Pilgrimage Studies Database

A new online database is being developed at the University of York to bring together informa-
tion about pilgrimage-related publications, resources, and research projects across all periods, 
cultures, and regions. Disciplines represented include art history, archaeology, architecture, his-
tory, geography, literature, psychology, religious studies, sociology, social anthropology, tour-
ism, and heritage studies. The database is intended to be a resource for researchers, teachers, 
students, and practitioners.

The database can be found at http://www.pilgrimagestudies.org.uk/. If you would like to 
upload information about your own work or that of others, or if you would like to help test and 
improve the database, please e-mail info@pilgrimagestudies.org.uk to request a user account.

n  Centre for Religion, Conflict and the Public Domain

The Centre for Religion, Conflict and the Public Domain at the University of Groningen in the 
Netherlands was officially launched in September 2012. It proposes to explore, from various 
perspectives, the contentious role of religion in the public sphere in modern Western society. 
Combining theoretical and methodological approaches from history, philosophy, law, religious 
studies, theology, and social and political science, the Centre engages in research that is particu-
larly focused on the intersection of religion with Western culture, politics, and society. Moving 
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beyond secularist assumptions concerning the irrelevance of religion to the West, the Centre 
aims to provide critical, self-reflective insight regarding the role that religion has played and 
continues to play in social, political, philosophical, and legal contexts. 

The Director of the Centre is Erin K. Wilson of the Faculty of Theology and Religious Stud-
ies. Wilson’s research focuses on the intersection of religion with various dimensions of political 
theory and practice, in particular, global justice, migration, humanitarianism, and globalization. 
Her first book, After Secularism (2012), reveals the embedded implicit ways in which religion 
continues to influence Western politics and society in the twenty-first century. For more infor-
mation: e.k.wilson@rug.nl.

n  XXI World Congress of the International Association for the History of Religions

In August 2015, the XXI Quinquennial World Congress of the International Association for the 
History of Religions (IAHR) will take place at Erfurt University, Erfurt, Germany.

Religion is a human, historical, social, and cultural phenomenon. As such, religious ideas, prac-
tices, discourses, institutions, and social expressions are constantly in processes of change. The 
XXI IAHR World Congress 2015 will focus on “Dynamics of Religion: Past and Present.” The Con-
gress will address this theme on several interconnected levels and sublevels of analysis and theory:

• Religious communities in society: adaptation and transformation
• Practices and discourses: innovation and tradition
• The individual: religiosity, spiritualities, and individualization
• Methodology: representations and interpretations

For more information about the Congress: http://www.iahr2015.org.
A member of the Conseil International de la Philosophie et des Sciences Humaines (CIPSH, 

International Council for Philosophy and Humanistic Studies) under the auspices of UNESCO, 
the IAHR is a worldwide body of national and regional member and affiliate associations and 
societies dedicated to the academic study of religion.

The IAHR seeks to promote the activities of all scholars and affiliates contributing to the histor-
ical, social, and comparative study of religion. The IAHR is the pre-eminent international forum 
for the critical, analytical, and cross-cultural study of religion, past and present. For more infor-
mation: http://www.iahr.dk and http://www.uni-erfurt.de/iahr.


