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NEWS

n  “Ashgate Studies in Pilgrimage” Series

Once relatively neglected, pilgrimage has become an increasingly prominent topic of research 
over the last few decades. Its study is inevitably interdisciplinary and extends across a growing 
range of scholarly fields, including religion, anthropology, geography, history, literary studies, 
art history, archaeology, sociology, heritage, and tourism studies. This process shows no sign of 
abating—indeed, it looks set to continue to expand.

This series by Ashgate Publishing seeks to place itself at the forefront of these conversa-
tions. Covering new work from both established and emerging scholars and concerned with 
material from all periods, it encompasses themes as diverse as pilgrimage within national and 
post-national frames, pilgrimage writing, materialities of pilgrimage, digi-pilgrimage, and secu-
lar pilgrimage. 

New titles include Pilgrimage, Politics and Place-Making in Eastern Europe: Crossing the Bor-
ders (2014), edited by John Eade and Mario Katić; Muslim and Catholic Pilgrimage Practices: 
Explorations Through Java (2014), by Albertus Bagus Laksana; and The Seductions of Pilgrimage: 
Sacred Journeys Afar and Astray in the Western Religious Tradition (2015), edited by Michael A. 
Di Giovine and David Picard).

For more information on how to submit a book proposal to the series, please contact David 
Shervington at dshervington@ashgatepublishing.com. Monographs, co-authored works, and 
edited volumes will be considered. A website for the series is at http://www.ashgate.com/default.
aspx?page=5097&series_id=619&calcTitle=1.

n  New Book Series: “Religious Engagement in Democratic Politics”

Temple University Press has announced that its new book series, “Religious Engagement in 
Democratic Politics,” will publish “work that explores in theoretically and empirically rigorous 
ways variations in and determinants of religious presence in the politics of democratic nations—
from those with a long history of institutionalized democracy to those struggling to establish 
free, contested elections and systems of rights and liberties. Books in the series will demonstrate 
application of one or more of a variety of quantitative and qualitative methodologies to explore 
the robust and highly variable presence of religion in democracies.”

Interested authors should contact Series Editor Paul Djupe at djupe@denison.edu or Senior 
Editor Aaron Javsicas at aaron.javsicas@temple.edu. More information can be found at http://
www.temple.edu/tempress/redp.html.
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n  Website for New Books in Religion

The New Books in Religion website features discussions with scholars of religion about their 
work and in particular their new books. The purpose is to “explore the world’s great traditions, 
local manifestations of religion, theory and method in the study of religion, and the role of 
religion in public life, among many other things.” Recent interviews with authors, available via 
podcast feeds, include those featuring Emran El-Badawi (The Qur’an and the Aramaic Gospel 
Traditions), Winnifred Sullivan (A Ministry of Presence: Chaplaincy, Spiritual Care, and the 
Law), and Iain Provan (Seriously Dangerous Religion: What the Old Testament Really Says and 
Why It Matters).

The program is hosted by Hillary Kaell, Assistant Professor of Religion at Concordia Univer-
sity in Montreal, and Kristian Petersen, Assistant Professor of Religious Studies at University of 
Nebraska Omaha. For more information, go to http://newbooksinreligion.com/.


